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A reflection on the unit we created using Jarrow’s Robert H. Jackson enabled me to discern several important qualities of good, coherent, unit building and lesson planning—both of which encourage teachers to become better, more well organized educators, and, furthermore, encourage students to develop as lifelong learners and inquisitive thinkers.

In working with my colleagues, Mrs. Robin Trapani, Mrs. Emily Spielman, and Mrs. Lindsay Marzec, I feel that I learned a number of important things that will stay with me throughout my teaching career.  For one, I have always believed that a team effort is the best way to tackle any curricular unit.  I think this unit reinforced that notion due to the amount of work we did, the time it took us, and the results we obtained from the students.  In looking back, I believe that if coherent minds can come together, anything is possible, and this is something I pass along to my students as we worked together to read the book, answer questions, and discuss opinions.  

I also found it enlightening to know that students enjoyed reading about a local boy who changed the course of politics and history with his law practice both in Jamestown and in Washington, DC.  Students were happy to read about their local history; they enjoyed the pictures of downtown Frewsburg which showed how things have changed in the past 100 years.  I learned that you can use a wide array of approaches to teaching the book without sacrificing any of the content-for we each have our own style and approach to motivating and encouraging our students.

If this unit were to be repeated, I believe I would stick with the reading comprehension questions—although some of the questions are easy, having the students fill them out gives them a purpose for the reading.  I would also make the essay contest a requirement—it seemed to motivate the kids to know the winners of the contest would be eating lunch with the author.  Finally, I would try to provide the learning stations we used as a further learning component that involves cooperative group learning.  Students put forth more effort when relied upon by a group of students who undoubtedly want to succeed.  

As a whole, I would not change anything that we did as a group.  I believe we worked well enough to bring the unit together.  We worked hard to develop rich learning opportunities for all of our learners.  As a result, I believe our students did enjoy the unit—from the reading to the learning stations to the presentation with the author.  

I think this unit worked well for both the seventh and the eighth graders.  My students, both in class and during the events we scheduled for the “Little Read”, were in awe of Robert H. Jackson—the pictures and ideas surrounding Jackson as a boy in Frewsburg brought it home for them.  The students were excited by the premise of an essay contest and were further excited by the notion of meeting the author, discussing the book with her, and learning more about the world during the WWII era.  I believe that students would have enjoyed doing more work with the book, but, for the sake of time, we did just the right amount to whet their appetites and keep them motivated to learn throughout the unit.

As mentioned above, working as a team of educators with a common purpose and goal in mind enabled us to succeed with our students.  I would like to believe that our instruction was stronger and our students took in more information than a normal unit.  With this in mind, students remained motivated, their achievement increased, and students and teachers both felt a sense of accomplishment in regards to the life and work of Robert H. Jackson.   
