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On Friday, April 4, 2008, we had an amazing opportunity to interview Mr. Al Registro, a World War II veteran, at the Wings of Eagles Discovery Center in    Big Flats, New York.  Mr. Registro was born on January 24, 1916 and is currently 92 years old. He lived in the southern part of Brooklyn, New York, which was approximately two miles away from the famous Brooklyn Bridge. He was raised along with one older brother and two younger sisters. Later in his life he met Delphine, while working at a plant in the city before the war. They fell in love and married shortly after he returned from the front. Mr. and Mrs. Registro had two children, Rosemary and Roberta. Both are all grown up now and have families of their own. Rosemary is now living in Big Flats, New York and Roberta is in Elmira. Mr. Registro enrolled in the Naval Intelligence office and 
was put on “surveillance,” for the time being. He was accepted after his background had been checked, and stated, “I must have had a pretty good reputation.” Mr. Registro played a huge role in the war. One of his most memorable experiences was the invasion of Normandy, better known as “D-Day.”

When Mr. Registro was a child he would hang out with about fifteen boys on street corners.  The girls never played outside and they never hung out with the girls.  They played games such as, levio, buck buck how many horns are up, softball, and his favorite game baseball. In the summer he played semi-pro baseball and two of his friends ended up playing major league baseball.  One played for the New York Yankees and the other played for the Cincinnati Reds.  When he was about fifteen, he rode his bike six miles and found kids playing baseball because at this time this was the biggest thing in the world for a kid.  Little league didn’t exist. He went to public school and then went to Textile High School in Manhattan.  He then got a scholarship for baseball and boxing at Long Island University. After that, he attended Notre Dame University in 1943.  Before college he never took any type of algebraic math.  His first subject ended up being trigonometry and every month he had to pass exams. 
Mr. Registro had many interesting stories about what happened to him in World War II.  Mr. Registro was a naval intelligence officer in the war.  On the ship that he stayed in, the living conditions were good, which included the food and the people. When Pearl Harbor happened, Mr. Registro was working at the A&P Company.  He was on vacation at Miami Beach with his friend and they had a radio with them.  At around 8:00AM he heard on the radio that the Japanese had bombed Pearl Harbor.   Mr. Registro and his friend left that same day and went back to Brooklyn. On June 3, 1944, the first scheduled day for D-day, Eisenhower delayed the invasion because of the really bad waters. Eisenhower decided to try again on June 4, 1944.  Mr. Registro's ship, the Landing Ship Tank, or the “LST,” had 1,000 army men aboard.  He had no idea what he was about to see.  Mr. Registro said, “You saw everything on your way to the beach, most of them didn’t even get to shore. You saw dead soldiers in the water, that were killed by German 88’s and many pillboxes that were lined up on the beach. During D-day all that went through his head was family.  Every time he saw a dead soldier in the water he thought, “Where were all their mothers?”  Mr. Registro knew that the invasion was in eminent. During the war, Mr. Registro visited Nova Scotia, Scotland, England, and France.  
When the war ended Mr. Registro was stationed in Little Creek, Virginia.  He packed up his stuff and went back to Brooklyn, to the house he grew up in.  Although there were several different types of weapons including wooden bullets, and 44 millimeter guns, Mr. Registro was one of the lucky ones that didn’t get physically wounded in the war. He was happy the war was over and glad to get back to his family.  He went back to playing his favorite game; baseball again and later coached a team.

Mr. Registro never thought that he would be in war.  He always thought he would be playing baseball.  World War II was a huge change for him. Throughout his life, he always loved people and during the war he learned to love your neighbor.  He also learned to be a good citizen in the United States. Mr. Registro taught kids that it is right to fight for your country and he feels that all people should be thankful that they live in the United States of America.
